REPTILES
and indeed of worship. Other poisonous snakes of common occurrence are Russell's viper and the kappa.* In the jungles sportsmen come across the python which grows to a length of 12 feet and over. Another species of python, peculiar to Burma, is said to attain a length of 30 feet. The damp forests of Assam and Burma are haunted by the king-cobra, or hamadryad,2 which is sometimes 12 feet long, is as deadly as a cobra, and is so fierce as sometimes to attack men unprovoked. It ordinarily feeds upon other snakes.
BATRACHIANS
The chorus of the frogs is an unceasing accompaniment to the discomfort of a night in the rainy season : a frog which has crept into the house will suddenly lift up his voice from under a corner of the carpet. The Indian species of frogs and toads are very numerous indeed. A very familiar kind is a little frog8 which lives along the margin of ponds, and, when alarmed, jumps away in shoals across the surface of the water. The " chunim " frog, not uncommon in Southern India, by means of expansions on its fingers and toes, can climb over walls and ceilings. Tree frogs* are limited to the south of the peninsula and to Assam and Burma.
FISHES
Fish are of immense importance in the economy of the rice-growing districts of the Bengal delta and Assam, since they supply the inhabitants with the nitrogenou^ food which, in the drier parts of India, is derived from pulses. These do not nourish in moist heat,, and hence in Eastern India the Brahminical prohibition of animal food does not apply to fish, and the people, Brahmins included, are all fish-eaters. In Burma and parts of Assam dried and half-cured fish is largely consumed.
1 Echis carinata.                    ' Rana cyanophlyctis.
a Naia buutgants,                   * Ixalus,
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